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He started carrying out his idea, doubting the
success of his campaign; he was worried and
afraid that it would not reach journalists and other
interested parties until he published his first post
about the campaign on his Facebook page. He
received huge acceptance and interaction from
friends and followers.

A score of journalists and Arabic Language
specialists published the contents of the campaign

on their personal accounts, inviting their friends
O = 7 -

XS

and colleagues to follow it.

Some Arabic Language professors opened
communication channels with Al Marsy through
his Facebook account, praising the campaign,
and urging him to carry on with it which made
him more hopeful regarding the success of the
campaign.

The Genre Corner embraces literary texts for
young female writers from Palestine.

Al Ghaidaa Mosaic Corner

includes creative success stories for women with
disabilities from all around the world, tips for
women to enjoy radiant skin during the summer,
in addition to various health picks for women.

Woman's Affairs Center’'s Events and News:
The issue concludes with a summary of the
center’s news and events throughout the first
three months of 2017 (January-February-March).
These events included: a score of workshops and
trainings as well as a number of projects and
activities that aimed at empowering women and
promoting their abilities.

Al Ghaidaa




internet into our house, life changed, and our
privacy was invaded. Communication between my
husband and children was to the minimal, if not
even non-existent. | felt like a separated woman
as if my husband does not exist in my life. He would
leave us to spend all his day outdoors, and when
he was at home, he would spend long hours, day
and night, on Facebook and Twitter.”

She resumes, “My husband isa PNAemployee, and
being the man of the house, he provides food and
all other life requirements for us, yet he ignores
our need for his love, affection, and compassion.”

Al Ghaidaa Health Corner

sheds light on a WhatsApp group that brings
together female cancer patients in Gaza in the
virtual space.

Em lyad S., a cancer patient, describes the
WhatsApp group she is part of, saying, "It
became an essential part of our lives and our
existence; it helps us express our hopes and
pains. Sometimes, it supported us better than our
families and periodic visits .We forgot that we are
cancer patients, for it gave us a space of freedom
as well as a network of psychological and social
support that broke all geographical boundaries
and borders.”

“Healing from God" is the name of this WhatsApp

.AI Ghaidaa

group. It is the space, available round the clock,
for some female cancer patients in Gaza to convey
their concerns and joys. Moreover, upon following
this group, we noticed that it is a medical and
scientific encyclopedia as it is full of health, social,
psychological, and religious information.

This group was launched by a number of female
cancer patients, to form a social and psychological
incubator that accompanies them during their
days, hour by hour. They exchange their dreams
and daily routines, as well as their problems
through this means which contributed to their
mental status transformation from introversion
and psychological isolation to effectiveness and
positive participation.

Al Ghaidaa Culture Corner

introduces “Write it Right”, an electronic campaign
to correct and enrich language used in electronic
newspapers.

The report comments, “Nael Al Masry, a 27 year
copyeditor holding a Master Degree in Arabic
Language from Islamic University in Gaza, was
motivated by his love for the Arabic Language
to launch a campaign aiming at correcting the
linguistic mistakes published on the Palestinian
websites.”

Through his daily browsing to news websites,
Al Masry found lots of linguistic mistakes, most
of which do not require a specialized editor
to correct. This inspired him to the idea of his
campaign, which is based on monitoring and
correcting grammatical and spelling errors in
many local websites.

<



Abu Tair says, “| was never interest in Barbies. |
just wanted to dismantle the radio and television.
Everyone used to call me The Little Inventor.”

In her twenties, Amany began to design games
and applications. She designed an application to
track doctors’ shifts in hospitals and another to
teach children about nutrition. Her innovations
are her way to fix the palaces she sees in the
world. Amany points out that all she wants is to
look for solutions for all the problems she sees
around her.

Women in the Crowd Corner

describes how social media networks have drawn
women with disabilities out of their isolation and
made them engage in different sports.

Al Ghaidaa Camera has captured for us photos
of women celebrating March 8th in addition to
photos of this day in history in order to reflect the
reason women are celebrated on this day of every
year in particular.

Al Ghaidaa Interview

The magazine conducted a special interview with
the first female referee in Hebron.

The idea of becoming a referee was not born in
one day for the twenty year old Captain Yasmine
Nairoukh of Hebron, South of the West Bank. In
fact, since she was so young, her favorite game
was football; she loved playing it with her brothers
at home.

With her family’s support, she gradually improved
her skills through taking part in the school team.
Her participation enabled her high school to win
top ranks at school competitions. She then earned
a score of medals for the football team of Hebron
University where she studied journalism and
media and graduated in 2012.

Al Ghaidaa Survey

introduced a topic entitled, “Can the Blue World
Be a Suitable Platform for Their Work?”

Male and female Mukhtars use Facebook so as to
solve various community issues.

Female Mukhtar, Em Iyad Hasouna, declares,
“Signing up for a Facebook account opened for me

a new platform to communicate with the people in
order to solve their problems. Definitely, face to
face communication is the best way, but how can
we achieve this if we cannot outreach different
segments of the society and get people to know
us more?!!”

She adds, “I was approached regarding lots
of community issues first on Facebook, and
afterwards they were resolved through in-person-
interviews. Mukhtars should not be traditional
in their work; they should rather be close to
people, and should be up to date to the diverse
technological advances so that their community
work could be more effective.”

Al Ghaidaa Family Corner

presents a topic entitled “Marriage Between
Reality and Electronic Hypocrisy”

Hind, an alias, is 32 years old and is a mother of
two. She lives on Al Nasser Street, Gaza City. She
tells us about the simple life she was leading. Her
lifestyle changed when they installed the internet
in their house after one year of marriage.

The report quotes, “As soon as we installed the




Another report entitled “Makeup Expert Mariam
Saleh, a Gazan Social Media User” states, “New
social media websites offered many Palestinian
girls and women a wide space to express their
talents, special skills, private activities, in addition
to promoting their projects on their pages.
Facebook was the first website, followed by
Youtube and Instagram, not to mention the
recently increased use of Snapchat, according to
the writer.

The Issue’s Investigation embarks upon cases of
electronic extortion. Such cases of blackmail and
threats of defamation against women in the Gaza
Strip, namely on social media networks, are no
longer a secret.

Some men take advantage of the Palestinian
people’s conservative nature and women’s fear
of scandals in order to extort them for various
reasons.

Furthermore, a lot of victims try to resolve their
problems bythemselvestoavoidtalkingabouttheir
experience with this sort of electronic extortion
since it is considered as a taboo. Another reason
for their silence is for fear of being killed on the
account of the so called Honor Killing, or for fear
of having their social and family life destroyed.
The latter reason was a major hindrance to the

.AI Ghaidaa

achievement of this investigation.

According to “Social Media Networks in
Palestine”, a report issued by the Studio Social
Initiative in 2016, 52% of the total population of
the Palestinians- which has reached 6.4 million
people, distributed by 2.97 million in the West
Bank, 1.9 million in the Gaza Strip, and 1.5 million
in the occupied territories - use the internet, and
35% use social media sites.

It also indicates that 55% of Facebook users
are males compared to 45% for the females;
geographically, 39% of the users are from Gaza,
and 37% are from the West Bank, while 24% are
from the Occupied Territories.

Reports and Investigations of the Issue:

This issue also includes a number of varied
reports and investigations, such as:

Women without Borders Corner:

The report entitled “A Palestinian Inventor Owns
the World” narrates the story of Amany Abu Tair.
Since she was a child, Engineer Amany Abu Tair,
25 years, showed no interest in playing with toys
or dolls like other children. When she was 9 years
old, she wanted to have a bike, so she decided to
make her own using wood and two wheels. Her
persistence to learn how things are made grew
with her.



a number of people complain about the Internet
and the changes it has made on our lifestyles.

In this regard, 34 year Samaher Essam tells Al
Ghiadaa, “Internet and social media networks
in general and game applications in particular
have caused my son’s academic achievement to
decline. They have even affected his behavior
inside the house as well. As soon as he gets
back from school, he gives all his attention to his
cellphone, and when | initiate conversation with
him, he does not pay me any attention, mainly
when he starts playing “Clash of Clans”, an online
application. I notice that he is always focused and
excited when he is playing this game, and when
| ask him to stop playing, and put the cellphone
aside to do something for me, he gets irritated,
nervous, and impulsive. Then, he insists that |
postpone my request until he finishes the game.”
A different report highlights differences of
opinion on Facebook that occasionally end with
rupture of relations.

The report starts, “When Ahmed Shawqi, the
great poet, wrote his play, Laila’s Maniac, and
included his famous quote - Disagreement
Ruins Not Amicability - he never expected this
huge extent of disagreement. It never occurred
to him that we would have what is called social
media networks in the future where people could
exchange opinions, and argue!”

Often, these disagreements escalate to become
family disputes aswith the story of Marah AlWadia
who wrote a post on Facebook, sympathizing
with a raped girl. Marah painfully wondered on
how this girl would cope in a society that is used
to look negatively to the victims in such cases.
She also criticized a statement issued by the
perpetrator’'s family for they have used some
words such as, we are the family of martyrs and
injured, as if seeking to lessen the crime.

The following article is entitled, “Social Media
Networks... Do not Humiliate the Poor Through
Posting”.

It states, “Social media networks have worked as
a pronounced means of communication in wide-
ranging fields, including charity work which has
steered various institutions and NGOs to create
their own pages on social media networks so that
others could follow their events and news.

Abu Mohamed EL Ejel, a 40 year citizen, mentions
that he entirely refuses taking photos of people
benefiting from the aid given by organizations
and charities, and posting them on social media

websites. He believes such acts degrade the
needy.

The key file also includes a report about working
online, its advantages, and disadvantages.

The report illustrates, “In the past few years,
working online or telecommuting has spread
widely. Thus, a score of companies, organizations,
and individuals have turned to telecommuting
from home or anywhere in the world through the
internet.”

Companies seek employing telecommuters
in various fields, including, but not limited to:
architecture, graphic designing and advertising,
translation, interior design, editing, marketing
and e-marketing, data entry, programming,
article writing, web design, website management,
researches, market analysis, and many other
fields.

Telecommuters work without long term contracts
for certain parties or companies.

Today, the internet is considered one of the
largest telecommuting markets, since it can
connect two people from different parts of the
world.




The report quotes, “It was the most wonderful
moment in my life when my application, Canaan,
wonthefirstplaceinPalestine forthe ALECSO prize
given by the Arab League Educational, Cultural,
and Scientific Organization. Nevertheless, | was
unable to participate in the awarding ceremony
owning to the tight Israeli siege on the Gaza Strip
and the continuing closure of borders.”

Al Salag resumes, “My team that contributed to
the creation of the application consists of eight
members: programmers, graphic designers,
and photographers. This prize was not merely an
honor for me and my team; rather, it is a victory for
a project aiming at maintaining our historic and
cultural heritage at several archaeological sites
which the Israeli Occupation- most of the time-
prevent people from accessing them. But now,
and for the first time in Palestine, tourists will be
able to visit different sites via this application.”
“Have SocialMedia Networks Become a Reasonfor
Divorce in Gaza?” is the head title for another topic
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which proposes, “Marital infidelity, neglect, and
disruptions in the social relations are all reasons
leading some couples to end their marriages.
These marital differences forced them to go to
court in order to file for divorce, complaining that
Facebook, Twitter, and WhatsApp have hindered
their lives together.”

Another report within the key file suggests that
virtual social networks create a tangible gap
inside the family. It states, “Now that the Internet
and the modern means of communication have
become an urgent necessity as well as accessible
to everyone, a lot of milestones in our social and
scientific lives have been altered, to the extent
that it has become a part of life’s essentials.
The emergence and diversity of the social media
networks have led to a mutation in the society,
which has, in turn, led to patterns of behavior both
positive and negative. Although forms of change
have varied, there is only one main cause.

Amidst this enormous technological development,
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