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Woman's Affairs
Center's Events and

News:

The issue ends with
the latest news and
events for the center
throughout October,
November, and
December of 2016
which included a
number of educational
workshops and training
courses, in addition

to a score of projects
and events that were
executed in order to
empower women and
promote their abilities.
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issued and activated. Girls should be aware of their
rights; their self-confidence should be restored.

Besides, lobbying and advocacy campaigns should

be increased”.

Al Ghaidaa Family Corner
discusses the importance of family planning
issue, and how it can protect women from a lot of

diseases and health hazards.

Al Ghaidaa Health Corner
broaches on women’s struggle with obesity and

fitness, and how they could achieve their dream of

.AI Ghaidaa

having a healthy and fit body.

Al Ghaidaa Culture Corner

raises a topic entitled “Media, a Powerful Weapon
Against Early Marriage Phenomenon”

The report relates, “Early marriage is still
considered as a recurrent old phenomenon in
the Palestinian society where it becomes more
aggravated due to the dire economic and social
conditions in Palestine. Thus, a score of officials
rely on media outlets as one of the most essential
tools for raising awareness in the society, believing
in the media’s ability to contribute to the gradual
lessening of this phenomenon, and eventually

eliminating it.

The Genre Corner includes literary texts for
female writers from Palestine.

Al Ghaidaa Mosaic Corner

includes success stories for creative women with
disabilities from the Arab World as well as from
around the world; it also provides tips for women
to enjoy soft, shining skin during winter, and other
health tips.



were married off early; the matter that led to huge
suffering for them.

Al Ghaidaa Camera has captured for us photos
of women, celebrating Christmas inside Gaza
Strip churches, and other women racing in a
marathon carried out by Women’'s Affairs Center
so as to raise awareness about the risks of early
marriage as well as the importance of spreading
reproductive health culture.

Al Ghaidaa Interview
The magazine conducted a special interview
with Dareen Salhiya, Chief Prosecutor of Family
Protection who effusively spoke about Family
Protection experience.

Al Ghaidaa Survey focuses

on a significant issue, early marriage. It
recommends that there should be a legal age for
marriage. Girls who are under 18 are not supposed
to get married. According to the survey, “early
marriage threatens the society, violates human
rights, and weakens the girls” health. Most of the
time, getting married at a young age leads to early
pregnancy, social isolation, and lack of education
as well as vocational training. The majority of
girls are forced to get married at an early age.
In other words, their opinion is not taken into
consideration. Although there have been several
attempts to call for regulations so that early
marriage (below 18 years old) can be banned, this
is not yet accomplished.

Parents and women called, via Al Ghaidaa, for
the necessity of issuing mandatory regulations
that ban marrying off girls who are under 18 in
order to decrease social problems. Students

confirmed that they are totally against early
marriage and that they are strongly for deciding
on an appropriate, legal age that is not less than
18. They believe that, when girls get married after
18, they are more mature, aware, and settled to
form a family and bring up a good generation
for the future. Abu Ahmed Abu Raass, one of the
parents, called on parents saying, “Think well
before marrying off a child, replacing her doll
with a real marriage life. These girls should not
be denied their right to education”. For this to be
accomplished, appropriate regulations should be




On February 9th, 2015 was the toughest experience
for young Deema, daughter of the Governor of
Hebron of the West Bank; she was arrested on
charges of attempt to stab against Israelis.
Deema says, “The first investigator to interrogate
me told me that they would punish me with a life
sentence, and when | asked him why, he said he
did not know. Later, another Israeli investigator
interrogated me and asked me whether |
supported Fateh or Hamas. So, | asked him about
the meaning of Fateh and Hamas!”

Reports and Investigations of the Issue:

This issue also includes a number of varied and
special reports, such as:

“Women without Borders” Corner

focuses on Mrs. Mehriban Aliyeva, The First Lady
of Azerbaijan for she is a great example for the
successful woman both inside and outside her
country.

The report mentions, “Member of the Parliament
and First Lady of Azerbaijan, Mehriban Aliyeva,
does not only serve her country by presenting
a bright image for the educated Muslim women
through her foreign roles, but also by taking an
active role inside her country through the civil
society initiatives as well as her political role as an
active member of the Parliament. She also serves

.AI Ghaidaa

her country through her Charity, Azerbaijani
Culture Friends Foundation, founded in 1995 so
as to introduce the heritage of her country to the
world.”

In 2004, she took a new step in this path by
establishing the Heydar Aliyev Foundation. The
foundation was named after the national leader for
the Azerbaijani people. Through this foundation,
she was able to make a lot of contributions to the
development of the society, economy, and culture.
President of Heydar Aliyev Foundation became a
designated Goodwill Ambassador for the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
(UNESCO) and for the Islamic Educational
Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCOQ).
“Women in the Crowd” Corner narrates the stories
of three young girls who were violated when they




the pretext of protection; while, in fact, creating a
family requires efforts beyond these young girls’
abilities.

A report entitled, “From Baby Blankets to
Wedding Dresses, A Violation Endangering Girls”
illustrates, “When one wants to buy a toy for a
child, they are immediately asked whether it is
for a boy or a girl. Even, Kinder Surprise Egg
has been differentiating for a while; also, when
people are preparing for a newborn, if it is a

girl, they buy as little as possible. Moreover, the
doctors hesitate to announce the sex of the baby
if it is a girl by pretending that the ultrasound is
not clear enough to identify the sex.”

This discrimination and violation, practiced
against girls since their childhood, are notably
increasing; girls under 18 years old are forced to
get married under the pretext of protecting their
honor, as if parents have lost their role in this
matter. Consequently, girls are left vulnerable
for the husband or his family's violence with the
excuse that they are still young and need to learn
how to do their chores in the house.

Despite the numerous studies and researches
that have cautioned about the risks of the
gender-based violence or the early marriage,
a lot of families, some even have taken part
or participated in conducting these studies or
have held educational workshops, still practice
violence against girls and marry them off early.

In case these risks occurred, girls are taken to
mental clinics or they are convinced to resume
their studies. They are assured that their
education is a weapon they must hold on to.
They are also required to excel in order for their
families to brag about them among relatives and
in-laws.

Another article sheds light on the story of the
youngest female detainee in the world who spent
75 days in the Israeli prison.

The report quotes, “I remember that day very
well; I was sick, so | left school early. | looked for
my mom in the house, but did not find her. And
since she had told me earlier that she was going
to my grandfather’s land, | stormed out of the

house so as to catch her there. My grandfather’s
land is very close to Karmei Tzur Settlement
which | passed by on my way. One of its guards
stopped me when | had reached a main road not
far from the settlement. | had a high fever, and |
was disoriented.”

Deema Al Wawey, 12 years old, resumes after a
pause, “He gestured for me to stop and lay on the
floor, so | did after | had put my school bag aside.
He cruelly searched me, and then he vigorously
pressed with his shoes on my back. After that, he
called the Israeli Forces that came and arrested
me.

Al Ghaidaa




The Key File of the Issue

The issue initiates with a critical file entitled
“Parents Marry off Their Minors as A Deal to
Escape Financial Hardship”. The report states,
“She was destined to be born to a deprived family
that could barely provide its needs of food and
drink. When her father decided to marry her off
to her cousin, who was 2 years older than herself,
she was just a young child, unaware of what was
happening and unable to decide her own fate.
Asmaa says, "My father used to work inside
the Green Line, and when he stopped work, our
financial situation became so dire. My father
could not provide the basic needs for our family,
conversely to my father-in-law’s perfect financial
situation who works in trading. This led my father
to agree to marry me off to his son even though |
was still a child.”

“Separating Males and Females on Dinning
Tables, An Outrageous Segregation that Breaks
The Family” is the title of a different report. It
states, “Although they are gathered by the same
four walls, they are filled with malice, hatred,
and stubbornness; their hearts are burning with
jealousy. These are concrete results of parents’
discrimination towards their children. Injustice,
inequality, and bias towards the children are

.AI Ghaidaa

mistakes a lot of parents commit, beitintentionally
or unintentionally.

AlGhaidaa documented such unjustified treatment
that creates but more family disputes within the
same house.

Another report within the Key File addresses
the conditions of people with disabilities, their
complaints due to the lack of support for their
issues, and how they are torn between isolation
and the defy to prove themselves and their
abilities.

A diverse report sheds light on the severe mental
and health impacts of early marriage. The report
regards this as the step that transforms little girls
who are barely 18 years old into housewives. They
are denied of their childhood and their right to play,
and overnight, they found themselves forcefully
challenged by the burdens and responsibilities of
marriage.

Their mental and health problems increase in
light of absence of laws which do not exempt their
childhood from such a commitment that has no
consideration for their weakness.

This prison, as some would refer to such
marriage, has strangled young girls when their
lives became but a suffering owning to the
responsibilities they were overburdened by with



A Summary of

Al Ghaidaa Magazine

and reports that shed light on matters related to gender-based violence, reproductive
health, diverse women'’s rights, as well as the challenges women face in a society that is
legally, mentally, and socially unprepared to fully and properly accept their roles.
In the next few pages, we present a summary in English language for both our readers and
foreign readers so as to follow the articles published on our pages.

This issue of Al Ghaidaa Magazine contains a varied collection of investigations, articles,
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Vision:

WAC is a women knowledge-based organisation playing a leading
role in empowering women, advocating women:-s rights and gender
equality in the Palestinian sustainable development process.

Mission:

WAC is an independent non-governmental non-profit women
organization aims at empowering women, advocating women's
rights and gender equality through capacity building and training
program, information and research program and advocacy program
based on human rights principles which include accountability and
law, transparency, forgiveness , justice and equality,
non-discrimination, participation and empowering marginalized
categories.

Strategic Goals:

To contribute in strengthening the capacity building of WACs staff,
local women CBOs and women in marginalized areas in the Gaza
strip and enhance women and gender:s awareness.

To contribute in enhancing decision making process based on
knowledge; especially women and gender equity.

To contribute in enhancing local community sensitization towards
women's rights, gender justice and the role of women in the
sustainable development process.

WAC's programs:

1. Capacity Building program

2. Research and Information program

3. Advocacy program
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